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among the English people. But now, thanks no
doubt to the great Freethought movement of the
previous decade, English Dissenters and Scotch
Presbyterians, formerly so bigoted in their hostility
to Rome, were ready to join hands with Irish
Catholics in demanding the destruction of Pro-
testant ascendancy in Ireland. These religionists
would have maintained with complete sincerity
that modern science and modern criticism had
left their faith stronger than ever. But it
remained true that the effect of Rationalism had
been to make sectarian differences count for less in
the face of a common danger than the funda-
mental principles on which all Christians were
agreed.

By a still more remarkable change of opinion,
not only the English Nonconformists, but some
High Churchmen also, had come to approve in
principle of Irish Disestablishment. Foremost
among these stood Gladstone, destined before long
to make it the first article in the Liberal pro-
gramme. The mere suspicion of such a possibility
led to his rejection as her representative by the
University of Oxford at the General Election of
1865 ; but on that occasion he received the support
of John Keble, whose Assize Sermon had started
the Tractarian Movement thirty-two years before,
and who had so strongly resented Earl Grey's
suppression of ten superfluous Irish bishoprics*
More significantly still, in conversation with J. H.
Newman about the much moie drastic course
anticipated from Gladstone, Keble whispered,
"And is not that just?" We must suppose that
the Tractarian leaders had advanced so far towards